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when a uniform system was established, under which CHAP.
officers in garrison or cantonments were to receive
what was termed half batta, with quarters or house-
rent ; in the field they were to receive fall batta;
and in the Vizier's * dominions, in addition to full
batta, a further allowance of equal amount, thus
giving to the officer stationed there an advantage
equal to that which they appear to have previously
enjoyed under the name of double batta. Orders
had been given from home for the abolition of
double batta; but when the arrangement by which it
was in fact retained under another name was re-
ported, the Court of Directors, though expressing
some disappointment, did not think fit to disturb
that which had been done.
The answer of the Court of Directors to the
despatch communicating the adoption of the above
regulations was dated in 1798. In 1801 the
court, however, ordered the discontinuance of the
extra allowance to officers serving in the Vizier's
dominions. The subject had in the meantime at-
tracted the attention of the government of Bengal.
It was understood that the expense of residing in
Oude, the ground on which the allowance was
granted, had been greatly exaggerated by report,
and it was believed that the effect of maintaining
the privilege was to make every officer anxious to
go to Oude and unwilling to return. The regi-
ments stationed elsewhere, it* was alleged, lost their
best commanding officers, who, from the desire of
the government to gratify men whose merit entitled